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Kanwa learns that Sakuntala is married and is with child, he
sends her off to Dushyanta with a small escort. On her way
Sakuntala bathes in a sacred pool and there loses her ring. When
she reaches the palace the king does not recognise her on account
of Durvasa's curse, and repudiates all that she has to say. At
this tragic moment, a figure of light, the nymph Menaka, appears
in the sky and bears Sakuntala away. Meanwhile the police
seize a fisherman and accuse him of the theft of a royal ring
which he actually found in a fish he had caught. It is
Dushyanta's ring which Sakuntala had dropped in the pool on
her way. When it is taken to the king he recognises it, remem-
bers all about Sakuntala, and is touched by^ remorse and grief.
But at this moment Indra's charioteer, Matali, comes and
summons the king to aid the gods in battle. While returning
victorious from the battle Dushyanta reaches the hermitage of
Maricha. Here he sees a gallant boy playing with a young lion
to the terror of the two maidens who accompany him. The
king soon learns that it is his own son Bharata, and that Sakun-
tala is leading an ascetic's life in Maricha's hermitage. He takes
his wife and son to his bosom and they return home, and it is
made clear to all that Dushyanta was guiltless of the wrong
done to Sakuntala. It should be remembered that Bharata, the
son of Sakuntala by Dushyanta, was the head of a long race of
kings, and has given his name to India, which is known in
Sanskrit as Bharata-varsha.
P.    3.   gandharva  marriage—one  of  the  eight  forms  of
marriage described by Hindu law-givers.
P.    7.   tapasya—religious austerity, penance.
P.   9.   Kumara-Sambhava—A poem by Kalidasa describing
the birth of the war god, Kumara.

